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Emereo Classics, Australia, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****You will be fully engrossed day after day in a world of ideas, people and
places once you open this book. Its ideas are many: atheism vs. Christianity; nihilism vs. a dying social order;
Eros vs. charity; truth vs. artifice; id vs.ego and superego. It will captivate you. The characters in this novel,
though usually explained as symbolic of the ideas they represent, are yet the most vividly realized characters
you will ever read. The real-time manner in which they are drawn and followed is as if the author simply
recorded their actions and conversations as and where they happened. We get to know who these people are,
not through narrative description, but, as if by candid camera, observing what they say, withhold, do, and fail
to do. What emerges are fascinating, at times frightening and at times affectionate portraits of real and
troubled humans: Lizaveta, the flighty, but loving society mother; General Epanchin, the successful but utterly
conventional man of the house; Aglaya, the childish but delightful beauty who resents her sisters and parents
expectation for her; Ganya, who wants money and love, but plays the wounded martyr while more obviously
blaming his father for his failures at both; Ivolgin, the pathetic figure of an aging man who aches for dignity
and respect but whos former glory is long gone and mostly imagined; and Lebedev, the likeable sycophant and
name-dropper. The more central characters to the events, the murderously passionate Rogozhin, and the self-
scorning beauty Nastasya, are more starkly drawn. But even those portraits are created not through direct
thought narration or narrative description, but by the authors leading us to read between and behind the
lines...
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