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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 182 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.4in.The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin is
the traditional name for the unfinished record of his own life written by Benjamin Franklin from 1771 to 1790;
however, Franklin himself appears to have called the work his Memoirs. Although it had a tortuous publication
history after Franklins death, this work has become one of the most famous and influential examples of an
autobiography ever written. Part One of the Autobiography is addressed to Franklins son William, at that time
(1771) Royal Governor of New Jersey. While in England at the estate of the Bishop of St Asaph in Twyford,
Franklin, now 65 year old, begins by saying that it may be agreeable to his son to know some of the incidents of
his fathers life; so with a weeks uninterrupted leisure, he is beginning to write them down for William. He starts
with some anecdotes of his grandfather, uncles, father and mother. He deals with his childhood, his fondness
for reading, and his service as an apprentice to his brother James Franklin, a Boston printer and the publisher
of the New England Courant. The second part begins with two letters Franklin received in the early 1780s while
in Paris, encouraging him to continue the Autobiography, of which both correspondents have read Part One.
(Although Franklin does not say so, there had been a breach with his son William after the writing of Part One,
since the father had sided with the Revolutionaries and the son had remained loyal to the British Crown. )
Beginning in August 1788 when Franklin had returned to Philadelphia, the author says he will not be able to
utilize his papers as much as he had...
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