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Preface Language is the external representative of thought. It is
not only the means of expressing thought, but it is also the
necessary means or condition of extended thinking. It is,
therefore, an immediate and ever-pressing factor in education;
it is the available form of another s thought; it is the means of
developing and perfecting our own. Thoughts disentangle
passing over the lip. But this disentanglement implies a
corresponding disentanglement of language; it implies a
sensitive and delicate perception of the scope and application of
terms. This sensitiveness and delicacy of perception is
conditioned in the power to resolve secondary expressions into
the primary forms from which they have sprung. Mastery of a
subject implies the possession of every elementary notion
involved in it; a corresponding mastery of language must
therefore also imply an acquaintance with all its devices for
expressing elementary notions. Primary words are but one class
of these devices. There are, indeed, in the English language four
classes...
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Absolutely essential go through publication. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. You will not
feel monotony at at any time of the time (that's what catalogues are for regarding if you ask me).
-- Am br ose Thom pson II      
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