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artillery grew from an under-strength troop of 17 men and two medium guns to an artillery brigade supporting
a mechanised division. It is a story of heroism, of fear, of well-planned, successful operations and of losses to
own forces by ill-timed and inaccurate fire. It tells the story of the 8,500 South African gunners who took part in
operations during that time. Personal accounts are merged with historical fact organised in chronological
order, highlighting the shortage of modern equipment and the efforts to combat a well-equipped, numerically
superior enemy through innovation, application of the principles of war and sheer pluckiness.
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