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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1913 edition. Excerpt: . with a machete. But since these beams with the ends burned
oF and the backs cut away are still very heavy to carry, and also because the Indians frequently see very little of
the large sums expended for such work, they generally end by leaving one or two beams in the temple or
throwing them away on the road, as the Indians themselves have very complaisantly told me! AIer all that has
been said here it would seem advisable to examine the Bernoulli beams in the Museum of Basle and find out
whether any of the important parts have been burnt away at the ends, whether the carving is intact as to
breadth, that is, whether any of the beams are missing. If everything is as it should be, it must be admitted that
Dr. Bernoulli was extraordinarily fortunate in his undertaking. It is well known that Dr. Bernoulli never saw
Europe again, but died on his homeward journey in San Francisco, California, in 1878. It must always be
diFicult for a European naturalist to determine an exotic tree merely by a specimen of its wood. It is absolutely
necessary that he should examine the leaves, blossoms and fruit. I will therefore state once more that all the
beams and most of the logs used in the structures of Tikal came from the Chictsapotl tree (Achras Zapota
Linnaeus), which occurs so frequently in Central American forests. It is the tree which through a...
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