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While all this is true, there is not in the teaching of our Lord or any of His apostles anything that will for a
moment sanction the war between labor and capital, poverty and wealth. We shall show that there is no
ground for such an interpretation of this passage. We argue, first, common honesty would have forbidden Luke
to represent them as spoken by Christ. It may be pardonable in a romancer, or even in a historian who so
guards his language as to prevent any misunderstanding. There is no such guard here. For the same reason
Luke could not have distorted the teaching of Christ. We answer, second: it is impossible for Luke or any other
man to have originated these parables, especially the second. The reserve about the future world, the artistic
power, the pathos, the vividness of description--all these betray the inimitable touch of the Master. We answer,
third: such a view breaks down under a critical study of the record itself. Take the first parable. What evidence
does it furnish for such an interpretation? Does it show that the steward is praised on the ground that he had
defrauded the rich man and favored the debtors? Is there no condemnation of his act of deceit and theft,
expressed or implied in the record? Verses 8 and 9 in appearance only show that Christ commended the
steward...
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