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Reminiscences and Proceedings | came to the territory of Nebraska with my parents in April, 1864, from the
state of Kansas, where my father, Samuel W. McKesson, had been sent by the conference of the Evangelical
church for the state of lowa. My father was an itinerant preacher, and our moving anywhere was not specially
for the purpose of settlement, but for the purpose of being as near and convenient to such religious charges
and missionary work as might be laid out for him. During the two years previous to moving into the territory
the field of his labor was largely marked out for him by a missionary department of the conference, and in this
case was not confined to comity or statewide boundaries. And so, prior to our moving into the territory, father
had made frequent circuits within its boundary. We moved to Arago, in Richardson county, on the banks of the
Missouri river. It is not now an organized town, having been abandoned and its place taken by the town of
Fargo. Altho the town was situated on the banks of the river, it had no ferryboat connection with the Missouri
side of the river. The manufacturing industries were a brickyard, a shingle sawmill and a brewery. The town
was quite prosperous and progressive. The bluffs had been dug down half for the cutting thru of streets, and
the ravines were filled and leveled. Besides the manufactures and residences, many of them mute respectable
wooden structures, the town supported a public school, an Evangelical church, a Catholic church and school,
and several saloons. Not much of interest to me...
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