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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Reasonable Plea for the Classics But during these
last few years there has been a strong movement in favor of the vocational high school. This resulted first in the
establishment of commercial high schools; later the technical school came into being, and so on. The line of
cleavage between this new variety of training and the old has gradually come to be marked by the inclusion or
exclusion of certain subjects, which have thus come to be looked upon as peculiar, particularly classics,
although very recently there have been those who would build up what they call a cultural curriculum without
the inclusion of the subjects which for centuries have been regarded as the foundation of all culture. My subject
this evening, then, is to see whether there is any reasonable basis for the inclusion of classical study in any well-
rounded high school curriculum. It is generally admitted that the pre-collegiate training is and should be
essentially developmental in its character, that is, it should be adapted to develop as far as possible the faculties
of the child so as to enable him to meet intelligently the demands of his unfolding life. These demands will be
manifold and various. Many have been inclined to direct their attention to the material demands of life,
especially the means of livelihood. But the biblical precept, Man shall not live by bread alone, was never more
true than it is to-day, when the practical questions of existence are depending more and more upon the
solution of problems which pertain almost entirely to the mind. We all live in a social and political organization,
and our real problems are...
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