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Arcadia Publishing (SC), United States, 2009. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 236 x 163 mm. Language: English
. Brand New Book. Ellensburg began as a small trading post in the picturesque Kittitas Valley in the early 1870s.
Northwest Native Americans praised the area for its centrality in the region, which Seattleite John A. Shoudy
quickly realized. When Shoudy sought to secure a wagon road from Seattle to Eastern Washington, over the
Cascade Mountains, the trail led him to the Kittitas Valley. Shoudy purchased a small trading post from A. J.
Splawn and began the town that he named for his wife, Mary Ellen Shoudy. Ellensburg was almost chosen as
the state capital in the late 1880s, but instead it was awarded a State Normal School as a consolation. With a
bustling downtown district, a railroad passing through town, and a public university, all the while remaining
steeped in the local agricultural and rural setting, Ellensburg quickly became a diverse and thriving city.
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